
Breckland Sustainability Policy Statement 2021 – 2050

Strategy vision, pillars and priorities

Vision: “Breckland Council will work with its residents, businesses and partners to effect positive 
behavioural change that will lead to it becoming one of/the most sustainable rural district in the 
country”

The Pillars of our Strategy
Given the size and complexity of the challenge of addressing sustainability and climate change, the 
Council cannot act in isolation, but rather must engage and work in partnership with the wider 
community while leading by example. Therefore, in defining this strategy, three strategic pillars have 
been developed to help define how we will approach this issue, they are:

 We will reduce our own impact as an organisation on the environment
We want to set a positive example to our communities and demonstrate what is possible 
through innovation and behavioural change. We will look to reduce our organisational 
carbon footprint, set a date by which we will be carbon neutral, improve and reduce our 
water usage, put climate change/sustainability at the centre of our decision making 
processes, ensure our elect members and officers are aware of their personal impact on the 
environment.

 We will use our regulatory powers to influence behavioural change (e.g. planning, waste & 
recycling, environmental protection)
As a council we have powers granted to us that we will use to drive behavioural change and 
promote more sustainable thinking. We will utilise our contracts and procurement activities 
to drive change in the local supply change.

 We will enable our communities to take action for themselves
We recognise that we cannot do this ourselves and that there is a key role for our 
communities to play in delivering this agenda. We will enable/empower our communities to 
take actions that will improve their local environment, give them tools and knowledge to 
make more sustainable choices and to carry out grassroots action while preventing any un 
intended consequences.

Partnership working
As part of our approach to delivering effective behavioural change around the environmental and 
sustainability issues we will actively engage with key stakeholders to deliver or influence behavioural 
changes that will reduce the impact on the district’s environment.

Where possible we will work to support Norfolk County Council’s environmental policy principles 
which are: -

 Using and managing land sustainably 
 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes 
 Connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing 
 Securing clean, healthy, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans 
 Protecting and improving our global environment 



Our list of partners will include (this list is not exhaustive): -

 Other Local Government & Public Sector Organisations
 Housing Associations and Private Landlords
 Breckland Business Community
 Woodland Trust
 Forestry Commission
 Local community action groups
 Town & Parish Councils
 Developers
 Agricultural Leaders & the Farming Community
 Environmental Activist Groups

Carbon Neutrality
The council is declaring its committed to be carbon neutral by TBC. The council wants to be explicit 
in its intent to affect positive behavioural change and lead by example on this matter. Therefore, 
unless there is no other practical option the Council will not use carbon offsetting activities to reduce 
its carbon footprint. On the very limited occasion that it does this, it will be a temporary measure to 
enable the council to have time or to secure resource to address the fundament issue affecting 
carbon usage.

Climate Change & Sustainability Reserve
The council will look to establish a reserve to support this agenda. This reserve’s use will be to pump 
prime activities that will help the council achieve its strategy and to fund any match funding 
requirements if the council is successful in securing any external funding for projects.


